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Spring & Summer Commercial HVAC Maintenance Tips
Spring is the best time to check your HVAC system before the heat of summer. A Preventative
Maintenance Program will help reduce electrical consumption and therefore lower your electric
bills. Also, it will ensure your system is working properly, reduce costly repairs, and extend the life
of your system.
A typical spring maintenance checkup should include the following:
3 Check thermostat settings

3 Check and clean evaporator and condenser coils

3 Check electrical connections

3 Check refrigerant and oil levels

3 Lubricate motors

3 Check and clean blower components

3 Check and clean condensate drains and

3 Check belts

drain pans

3 Change filters

Remember – HVAC Preventative
Maintenance Programs save you money!
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Diversified Refrigeration – Always investing in the future!

GARY’S

CORNER Gary’s Rant

By Gary Derr

News or Fake News?
The crisis we face today

Disinformation: False information deliberately

about “truth” and reli-

and often covertly spread in order to influence

able facts is predicated less on the ability to get

public opinion or obscure the truth.

people to believe the wrong information as it is

Malinformation: Totally fake information to make

on the ability to get people to doubt the correct
information.

an intent or scheme sound more believable.
Propaganda: Systemic propagation of spreading

Much of the discourse on fake news these days

of information or ideas by an interested party to

conflates or combines several notions: misin-

encourage or instill an attitude or response.

formation, disinformation, malinformation and

The problem with the above is what do you believe

propaganda.
Misinformation: Incorrect or misleading infor-

today? It’s all B.S. until you validate or confirm
information about individuals, institutions, groups

mation or the spin version of a lie, but consid-

or national alerts.

ered unintentional.

Good day!

Recipe
Zucchini Sticks
Ingredients:
• 3 large zucchini sliced lengthwise
• 2 eggs
• 1/2 c. plain bread crumbs
• 1/4 c. Parmesan cheese
• 1 tsp. dried oregano
• 1/2 tsp. garlic powder
• Olive oil spray
Spray baking sheet with olive oil. Coat
zucchini sticks with egg. Combine bread
crumbs and cheese and seasoning.
Coat zucchini sticks with crumb mixture.
Bake at 425° for 10 minutes, flip and bake for
10 more minutes until golden brown.
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Grilling Safety

Fun Facts

There’s nothing like outdoor grilling. It’s one of
the most popular ways to cook food. But, a grill
placed too close to anything that can burn is a
fire hazard. They can be very hot, causing burn
injuries. Follow these simple tips and you will be
on the way to safe grilling.

50 Years Ago...

SAFETY TIPS
>> Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used outdoors.
>> The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck railings and out
from under eaves and overhanging branches.
>> Keep children and pets at least 3 feet away from the grill area.
>> Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from the grills and
in trays below the grill.
>> Never leave your grill unattended.
>> Always make sure your gas lid is open before lighting it.

CHARCOAL GRILLS
>> There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use. Charcoal chimney
starters allow you to start the charcoal using newspaper as a fuel.
>> If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid. Never add
charcoal fluid or any other flammable liquids to the fire.
>> Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat
sources.
>> There are also electric charcoal starters, which do not use fire. Be sure
to use an extension cord for outdoor use.
>> When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely cool before
disposing in a metal container.

PROPANE GRILLS
Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for the first time each
year. Apply a light soap and water solution to the hose. A propane leak will
release bubbles. If your grill has a gas leak, by smell or the soapy bubble
test, and there is no flame, turn off both the gas tank and the grill. If the leak
stops, get the grill serviced by a
professional before using it again.
If the leak does not stop, call the
fire department. If you smell gas
while cooking, immediately get
away from the grill and call the
fire department. Do not move
the grill.
If the flame goes out, turn the
grill and gas off and wait at least
5 minutes before re-lighting it.
215-249-0445 sales@divref.com www.divref.com

The movie M*A*S*H hit theaters on
January 25, 1970, starring Elliot
Gould and Donald Sutherland. The
movie was made for $3
million and eventually
earned $81 million. Fifty
years later, more people
are familiar with the TV
series that followed in
1972 and ran until 1983.
On April 1, 1970, Pres. Nixon signed the
Public Health Cigarette Smoking Act. The law
mandated health warnings on cigarette packs
since 1965, but the new act amended the
warnings as being given by the U.S. Surgeon
General. The act also banned all cigarette ads
on radio and TV beginning on Jan. 1, 1971.
In response to growing concerns about
pollution, oil spills and auto emissions,
the U.S. government established the
Environmental Protection Agency to
coordinate various government programs
related to the environment. The EPA marks its
beginning as Dec. 2, 1970.

The New York City
Marathon is the largest
marathon race in
the world, attracting
thousands of runners
from all over the world.
It wasn’t so big 50
years ago. The very first marathon in
the city was limited to Central Park.
On September 13, 1970, 127 runners
paid $1 to participate, and 55 people
finished the 26.2 mile route.
The United Nations Treaty on the NonProliferation of Nuclear Weapons was
presented to nations around the world in
1968, and went into effect in 1970. The goal of
the treaty is to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons technology. In 1995, the treaty was
extended indefinitely and has now been
signed in 191 countries.

Some notable folks were born in 1970:
Matt Damon, Queen Latifah, Mariah
Carey, Melania Trump, Tina Fey, Uma
Thurman, Sarah Silverman, Paul
Ryan, Christopher Nolan, M Night
Shyamalan and Naomi Campbell.
They’ll all be turning 50 in 2020.
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MERV, Who or What Is It?
MERV is not a person but a rating
put on filters. It stands for a Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value.
This value is assigned to the filter

depending on the filtration efficiency in each of three different particle
size ranges: 0.3 to 1 micron, 1 to 3
microns, 3 to 10 microns. A rating of
5 is least efficient, while a rating of
16 is most efficient. In typical buildings it is recommended that the
minimum filter efficiency should be
a MERV 6. Recent studies suggest
that a more appropriate minimum
efficiency is MERV 8 to provide good
system operations. HEPA and ULPA
filters have MERV ratings higher
than 16 and are typically not used
in general HVACR applications.
In most commercial and institutional buildings, the best filter
choice is a medium efficiency
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pleated filter with a MERV rating
of 7 to 8 or higher. These filters
have a large filter media area and
tend to be more cost effective than
standard fiberglass filters with a
smaller media area. They also tend
to provide lower air flow resistance
and greater contaminate holding
capacity. Lower air flow resistance
reduces fan energy requirements
and greater containment holding
capacity may mean fewer filter
changes.

Call us to discuss your current filters
use and whether it makes sense to
increase your number of changes
or upgrade your current filters to
pleated filters.
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